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B a r t h o l o m e w ( A K A N a t h a n a e l ) . P h i l i p a n d 
Bartholomew are usually mentioned ministering 
together as a team. Batholomew is thought to have 
preached in India, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. He is a 
patron saint in Armenia and believed to have been 
martyred in Azerbaijan. 
Matthew (AKA Levi). Matthew was a publican or tax 
collector for Rome in Capernaum when called to follow 
Jesus. His political views were in direct opposition to 
Simon the Zealot. Matthew is known to have collected 
the quotes and sayings of Jesus, which form a large part 
of the Gospel of Matthew. He was said to have preached 
in Judea before traveling to other countries to spread 
the Gospel. He was martyred in Ethiopia.  
Thomas (AKA Didymus). He is commonly known as 
“Doubting Thomas” from the account in John 20:24-29. 
Thomas founded seven churches in India, where he was 
martyred. He is thought to have traveled, taught, and 
preached in Syria, Indonesia, China. Interestingly, 
Ancient oral tradition retained by the Guaraní tribes 
of Paraguay claim he was in Paraguay and preached to 
them. 
James (AKA James the Lesser, son of Alphaeus). He was 
known as James the Lesser to distinguish him from 
James, son of Zebedee (James the Greater). He was 
thought to have been younger than the other disciple 
called James; hence, “the Lesser” designation. He may 
have been a cousin to Jesus and is often called a brother 
of Christ. Tradition tells us he was the first Bishop of 
Jerusalem. He preached and was martyred in Jerusalem. 
Jude (AKA Thaddeus, Lebbaeus, Judas brother of 
James). Due to the commonality of the names Judas 
and Jude, there is no clear evidence that Jude was a 
brother (to James the Lesser) or son of James (Unknown 
which James is referred to as his father). Some believe 
he may be the brother of Jesus. He may be the author of 
the Epistle of Jude in the New Testament. Jude is one of 
the patron saints of Armenia. Tradition holds that Jude 
preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, Idumaea, Syria, 
Mesopotamia, and Libya. He is thought to have been 
martyred in 65 AD in the Roman Province of Syria. 
Simon (AKA Simon the Zealot, Simon the Cananaean). 
Jude, James the Lesser and Simon may have been 
brothers. Legend has it that Jude and Simon were 
Martyred in 65 AD in the Roman Province of Syria. There 
are many stories of Simon spreading the Gospel in 
various areas of the Roman world. Some have him 
traveling to North Africa, Persia, and Roman Britain. 
Judas Iscariot. As we know, “Judas” is synonymous with 
betrayal. Judas was the first disciple to die, but was not 
martyred, he died by his own hand. The motivation for 
his actions are unclear and there have been many 
speculative reasons given to comprehend why he 
betrayed Jesus. 
Deacon Bill Bingham

On World Communion Sunday, 
October 1, 2023, we celebrate that 
Christ’s peace extends throughout all 
creation. Whenever the church gathers 
for worship, we are assured of Christ’s 
peace. We celebrate that we are 
connected, we are loved and we are 
not alone. We worship together and 
are fed from Scripture and at Christ’s 
table of peace. Extending the peace of 
Christ is part of an active, engaged 
faith - a witness to what it means for us 
to be the Church, together. Through 
participation in the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering. Our church is 
extending Christ’s peace throughout 
our community and our world. We 
begin at the communion table, with 
our siblings in every time and place, 
and we celebrate the peace we find 
there and commit to building a more 
just and peaceful world. God is with 
us… and God in Christ is with us 
t h r o u g h t h e S a c r a m e n t o f 
Communion, celebrated on World 
Communion Sunday. We are not alone. 
Peace begins with each of us. 25% of 
the funds collected stay at our church; 
25% goes towards mid-council to 
support peacemaking work in our 
region, and 50% supports presbyterian 
work across the globe. Please give 
what you can.

 
Minute for Mission 

Exposing the Upheaval of Climate Change 

Farmers rely on tools to bring in a successful crop — tools like resources to control weeds, fight pests or 
build healthy soil. Kotema (kō-tā-muh), a farmer on Nui (nū-ē) Island, one of a group of low-lying Islands 
in the South Pacific Ocean that make up the small nation of Tuvalu (tū-vah-loo), found that he had 
nothing left in his toolkit to counteract the devastating impact of climate change on the family farm. 
Having been battered beyond hope, he had no choice but to uproot his family from their home, 
culminating in their forced migration. 

Maina Talia (mīn-uh tuh-lē-uh), a former International Peacemaker for the Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Program, said, “For people who have no choice other than to leave their homes, there aren’t just 
financial, agricultural and practical implications, but moral implications as well because they’ve been 
living in a place for their entire lives. This is where they’re attached to; and, when they move on a small 
island, they are also intruding into other people’s space, creating internal conflicts.” 

Because Tuvalu is especially vulnerable to tropical cyclones, rising sea levels and global pollution, some 
45% of its residents — like Kotema’s family — have been displaced. 

Maina works with various nongovernmental organizations, including the Pacific Conference of Churches 
and the Tuvalu Christian Church, and was instrumental in securing funding for an early warning system 
to communicate during cyclones. He sees the concept of neighbor in Luke 10, the “Good Samaritan,” as 
intimately related to his pursuit of peace. He said, “In the context of climate change and geopolitics, our 
neighbor is no longer someone living next door to us, but rather someone who is impacted by our 
actions.” 

Maina’s call to peacemaking — including addressing the escalating economic, moral, food security and 
safety issues that result from the impact of climate change — is made possible, in part, by gifts to 
the Peace & Global Witness Offering, traditionally received on World Communion Sunday, which this 
year falls on Oct. 1.  

This Offering is unique in that half of it is directed to peacemaking and global witness efforts at the 
national church level to address critical issues around the world. Twenty-five percent is retained by 
congregations like ours for local peace and reconciliation work, and 25% goes to mid councils for similar 
ministries on the regional level. With this year’s portion of our offering, we will (TALK ABOUT YOUR 
PEACEMAKING MINISTRY). 

For Maina, peacemaking is grounded in the biblical question “Who is my neighbor?” He embodies 
Christ’s call to peace, love and justice as it is exemplified by Matthew 25. 

As do we.   
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
In June, most of the Elders met in-person for a pre-Session meeting pot-luck.  After 3+ 
years of holding the meetings via Zoom, this was a welcomed gathering, filled with 
laughter, sharing stories, and simply being together breaking bread.     
And after a Presbytery-suggested sabbatical once a year (July), your Session is back to 
work.  Early August, a Called meeting was held for two purposes: To approve a list of 
priorities for the new sanctuary to be given to the new architect; and to approve a 
Congregational meeting to revise Pastor Paul’s Terms of Call.

“Let us not give up meeting together,  
as some are in the habit of doing, but 
let us encourage one another- and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.”    
 Hebrews 10:25

Melanie Nelson                                          
Clerk of Session 

Your Updated Design Team met with a new 
architect and is beginning to explore what our 
new sanctuary could look like.  We will update 
you more as information is available. 
Ann, Brenda, David, Dick, Heather, Melissa, 
Paul, and Tim

BUILDING UPDATE

We have the opportunity to provide FPR’s guest families with 
meals and fellowship. If you can provide a meal, please sign-up 
at the link below... Help them fill September’s calendar! 
Homemade, Delivery, or Donation options at  
http://mealtrain.com/z3o1ly

FAMILY PROMISE MEAL TRAIN
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RIVERSIDE, CA
PERMIT NO. 490

…making fully formed followers of  Jesus Christ

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
7200 Magnolia Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92504-3829 
Phone: (951) 684-7200 
Email: church@magpres.com 
Website: www.magpres.com 
Church Office Hours 
  Mon-Thurs 8:30am—3pm 
  Closed Friday
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Susie Valerie Phillips 

January 7, 1953 – June 28, 2023 

Celebration of Life on 
Sunday, September 24, 2023 

Magnolia Presbyterian Church 



On June 28th, Susan Phillips, a beloved member of the 
congregation, passed away. 
  
Susie was a passionate teacher, a writer, an empathetic listener, 
someone who saw the best in and brought out the best in 
people. Maybe that’s why she named her daughter Joy—
because she found so much joy in her life, in her faith, and in 
being a mom. 

She powerfully experienced God's unconditional love, and 
this love was her guiding light. She loved sharing her spiritual 
gifts with the church, by writing letters of encouragement, and 
sharing her favorite scripture, poems and wisdom from her 
experience. As a teacher, she dedicated herself to helping kids 
learn to read, continuing to do so long after she retired.  

Susie considered her creativity a gift from God and always 
looked for opportunities to share it in ways that would bless 
others. Whether drawing, writing poetry, or making craft items
—often with others—she wanted to spread beauty and delight 
throughout her world and lift up others around her in that way. 
She also loved to sing, whether at karaoke, with her grandkids, 
or to friends who needed their spirits lifted. 

No matter in what aspect of her life, Susie was always 
asking herself, “How can I contribute?" and doing so brought 
her immense joy. 

In her own words: "Step out and give a person a little 
attention or a smile. You may be surprised!" 

  
We will be commemorating my mom in a service here at 

MagPres on September 24. We look forward to celebrating her 
together with you. 
  
—Joy Hawley (Susie's daughter) 
  
PS: I’m collecting excerpts of her letters for the memorial. If you 
received one of Susie’s notes and are willing, please send a 
photo or scan of it to the church office at: 
church@magpres.com


